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GROWTH OF THE ESKIMO POPULATION
AS COMPARED WITH THE TOTAL POPULATION OF CANADA,
CENSUSES 1941, 1951 AND 196/
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programs for the CBC Northern Service. Eskimo women work as interpreters, waitresses,
nursing assistants, secretaries and clerks—in southern as well as northern communities.

Increased education has tended to give the Eskimo a better chance in competing for
employment. The number of schools in the North continues to grow—from 11 in 1952 to
57 at the end of 1963—and almost 2,500 Eskimo youngsters attend these schools which
they share with all the other children who live in the North. More than 84 p.c. of the
school-age population of the Northwest Territories is now in school. A program of grants
and loans to finance university education for Eskimo, Indian and white children, approved
by the Northwest Territories Council early in 1963, assures higher education for those who
qualify. In addition, vocational training classes are available in such fields as auto mech-
anics, barbering, carpentry, domestic science and hairdressing. An apprentice training
program to provide more skilled workers and raise occupational standards in the North

began on Apr. 1, 1964; about 30 occupations are included in the program with more to be
added.

Eskimo co-operatives have developed very rapidly. There are now 18 co-operatives
engaged in commercial fishing, fine crafts, graphic art and sculpture, the operation of retail
stores, logging and boatbuilding, and at Frobisher Bay and Inuvik groups of Eskimo
families have formed housing co-operatives. Products from the co-operatives are main-
taining the Eskimos’ reputation as skilled artists and eraftemen. The West Baffin Eskimo
Co-operative which produces graphic art has established Cape Dorset as an art centre of
distinction, and interesting prints are also produced at Povungnituk. Soapstone sculptures
from Povungnituk, Grise Fiord and Igloolik are well known and Eskimo eraftsmen living
at Baker Lake, Coppermine, Resolute and Great Whale River are producing a wide range
of original and attractive articles. The fishery co-operatives at George River in northern
Quebec and at Port Burwell and Cambridge Bay in the Northwest Territories have found
ready and profitable markets for their catches of Arctic char. In 1963, Ookpik, a shaggy
little sealskin owl produced by Mrs. Jeannie Snowball of the Fort Chimo Co-operative,
was chosen by the Department of Trade and Commerce as the symbol for Canada Week at
the Philadelphia Trade Fair. He was a sensation and received much publicity. He was



